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The Mawson Plan: Architect, landscape architect and city planner, Thomas Hayton Mawson 
(1861 – 1933) was an articulate spokesman for the “City Beautiful” movement in Canada in 
the early 20th century.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

This year marked the launch 
of our new museum, the 

“museum without walls” aka the 
Ecomuseum. Our focus has been 
to establish ourselves as a key 
partner to the City of Regina in the 
implementation of its ambitious 
new Cultural Plan, and to partner 
with Heritage Saskatchewan 
and the Museums Association 
of Saskatchewan (MAS)—two 
SaskCulture organizations—in 
implementing their innovative 
ideas for Living Heritage. Our new 
Mission has been established and 
it is: 

Building community inspired by learning and 
sharing stories that animate and connect us all. 

 
I would like to thank our primary sponsors the 
City of Regina and SaskCulture for giving us this 
opportunity. They have both done leading edge 
work in laying the groundwork for a reinforced 
sense of community in our City and Province and 
we have accepted the challenge of making these 
ideas happen on the ground. 

Four key goals have already been accomplished:
 
1. The Move: Rob Deglau and his volunteers 
(with the help of a U-haul and a few hired strong 
backs) moved our 19,000 artifacts to 1231 Broad 
St. This was accomplished in less than a month and 
for under $5000. Thank you Rob. 

2. The Saskatchewan Ecomuseum Partnership: 
This partnership has been formally established. 
It is led by the Royal Saskatchewan Museum. It 
includes SaskCulture and all of the major players 
at the provincial level. We have joined the Sask 
Ecomuseum Network (which will be administered 
by MAS). It consists of a network of almost a dozen 
Saskatchewan communities which are making 
ecomuseums happen across the province. We will, 
through this partnership, have access to significant 

Provincial resources, and a direct 
link to communities across the 
country that will share their successes 
with us.  

3.       Building capacity: We have 
recruited highly qualified board 
members, who understand the role 
of a board and are providing strong 
direction to a very dedicated staff. 
Strong governance practices are 
being put in place and an enduring 
organization is being built. 
 
4.       Strong local partnerships: We 
have already established effective 
partnerships with many local 

organizations, in particular with Heritage Regina, 
and Regina Downtown and already have several 
programs in place to advance our mission. 
 
I am very pleased to report that we are up and 
running and wish to thank our volunteers, board 
members and staff for their hard work in making 
this happen. 

Ross Keith
President
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tell the story of significant people, 
institutions, artifacts or events that have 
played a role in Regina’s development 
and history. 
 
Doors Open Regina 2017: Partnered 
with Regina Downtown BID and 
Heritage Regina to bring Doors 
Open 2017 Regina to the citizens of 
the community; a program that was 
in jeopardy of not running in 2017. 
However with quick collaboration, the 
partners were able to make the event 
happen – and make it a success, ensuring 
a great program that celebrated the rich 

heritage our community has to offer! 
 
This program grants public access to heritage 
buildings and other sites that are normally 
closed to the public. It is part of an international 
movement that aims to create public access to these 
buildings. Doors Open Regina 2017 took place on 
August 19. Admission was free and there were nine 
sites available to tour. The Museum collaborated on 
exhibits in three of these locations.  
 
The results and outcomes were impressive and 
included Doors Open Regina experiencing a 
record-breaking 860 tours of the nine locations 
which were featured in this year’s project! The 
Museum looks forward to continuing this 
partnership in future initiatives. 
 
Satellite installation - The Frontenac: The 
Frontenac was part of the Doors Open project 
which was a collaboration between the Museum, 
Regina Downtown BID and Heritage Regina. 
This satellite installation was our first attempt 
at ‘staging’ specific historic artifacts from the 
Museum’s collection including vintage furniture, 
original graphics and professionally designed 
didactic panels providing information on the 
artifacts on display. The Frontenac will serve as a 
showpiece for items in the Museum’s collection and 
is a partnership that has the potential for changes 
in the display to maximize artifacts on rotation. 

COMMUNITY COORDINATOR’S REPORT

I am proud to share with you the 
success of the Museum over the 

past year. 2017 was an incredible year 
of transformation for the Museum 
as it undertook the work required to 
transition to an ecomuseum model. 
These activities included reducing the 
‘footprint’ of the Museum by moving to 
a new location, 1231 Broad street. The 
hard work and dedication of staff and 
countless volunteer hours resulted in the 
Museum preparing to establish itself as a 
museum ‘without walls’ seeing a number 
of community-based exhibit installations 
and partnerships, including: 
 
Pillars of Regina: The Museum partnered with 
the City of Regina, Mosaic personnel and ‘pillar’ 
curators in collaboration on a project that would 
see the Pillars of Regina installed in the east food 
concourse of the new stadium. The Pillars feature 
wraps with high-quality, large scale images that 
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Satellite installation - The Fur Press: The 
Museum had in its collection a fur press. This was 
a standard item at trading posts for compressing 
furs into bundles prior to shipment. It is a very 
large and heavy artifact that requires moving by 
fork lift and pallet jack. As this artifact didn’t have 
a fit with the collection mandate of the Museum, 
this item, as part of the Museum’s deaccession 
plan, was transferred to the Sukanen Ship Pioneer 
Village and Museum outside of Moose Jaw SK in 
2017 and will be part of their ongoing display. 
 
Satellite Installation - Engine 5093: Regina in the 
Age of Steam: The ‘locomotive’ engine is the largest 
artifact in the Museum’s collection and was the first 
ecomuseum installation for the Museum as it has 
been displayed at Regina’s Casino for a number of 
years. However, the story of this impressive artifact 
isn’t being told (other than a small placard at the 
site). The Museum has successfully signed a new 
five-year lease for the locomotive at Casino Regina.  
Site visits and collaboration with Casino personnel 
have started which will result in the placement of 
locomotive interpretive signage on the exterior 
of the historical railway building. Soon, the 3.5 
million guests 
who visit Casino 
Regina annually 
will be provided 
with interesting and 
historic information 
that tells the story 
of this important 
artifact. 

 
Satellite Installation - The Revera: Revera Inc. 
is a leading provider of retirement living homes, 
retirement communities & dedicated long-
term care services for seniors. The Museum has 
partnered with the Regina Renaissance location 
on 1801 McIntyre Street to provide an installation 
for the enjoyment of seniors in their facility. 
The Revera will serve as a showpiece for items 
in the Museum’s collection and is a partnership 
that has the potential for changes in the display 
to maximize artifacts on rotation. Currently on 
display, a cream separator and didactic panel to 
explain how a separator works. 

Satellite Installation - The Mawson Plan: 
Architect, landscape architect and city planner, 
Thomas Hayton Mawson (1861 – 1933) was an 
articulate spokesman for the “City Beautiful” 
movement in Canada in the early 20th century. 
Born in Nether Wyersdale, Co. Lanchashire 
England, he was trained with a local builder from 
the age of 12 and later helped his father establish a 
plant nursery. Mawson is credited with significant 
landscape commissions in England and Europe. 
At a local level he is credited with Regina’s Master 
plan in 1913, for the Civic Centre, Broad Street 
at South Railway Street extending southward 14 
blocks to the Provincial Parliament Buildings and 
for the site layout. In 1913, the landscape plan for 
the grounds of the residence of the Lieutenant 
Governor including elaborate gardens, greenhouse 
and outbuildings as well as the present man-made 
lake at Wascana Centre were all developed from 
the Master Plan conceived by Mawson.  

P3 Architects was interested in displaying the 
Mawson Plan in their office. A digital reproduction 
was produced for the purpose of this partnership 
and installation and is available for public viewing 
during office hours.  
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2017
Rob Deglau, Community Coordinator 
Shari Hildred, Administrative Coordinator
Judy Langford, Project Coordinator
Iris Howden, Bookkeeper

STAFF

Heritage Regina: Lecture Series: The Museum 
has partnered with Heritage Regina which was 
founded in 1977 by local residents interested in 
preserving the historic buildings and sites that 
are part of Regina’s collective memory as a city. 
In a partnership that is underway with Heritage 
Regina to support their Lecture Series, the 
Museum will assist as a leader in raising awareness 
and appreciation for the value of heritage and its 
importance in sustaining the culture and identity 
of the city. Topics have included Catalogue Houses, 
Why Prohibition Failed in Saskatchewan, College 
Avenue Campus Restoration, The Spanish Flu 
Epidemic and The Davin Fountain Restoration.  
 
The Museum is extremely proud of this 
partnership and looks forward to a very productive 
and meaningful continued relationship with 
Heritage Regina in carrying out initiatives that 
align with the new ecomuseum model and tell the 
stories important to Regina’s history. 

Considering this was our first year under a new 
model, our board, staff and volunteers rose to 
the occasion, making new partnerships and 
quickly embracing the new model. We continue to 
review our collection and as we look through our 
inventory, the stories of early Regina come alive 
with each box we open.  

In closing we want to thank our funders, the City 
of Regina and SaskCulture for all their support and 
look forward to a busy year ahead. We also thank 
Museums Association of Saskatchewan (MAS) 
for taking us on as a pilot member of their online 
collections database, and for all their advisory 
assistance for collections management support. 

Rob Deglau 
Community Coordinator
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We acknowledge the 
many volunteers who give 
of their time and skills.



FINANCIAL STATEMENT SUMMARY
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Find us on Facebook and Twitter





Regina Plains Museum
1231 Broad Street
Regina, SK 
S4R 1Y2
p: 306.780.9435
e: cmor@civicmuseumofregina.com
www.civicmuseumofregina.com


